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of good government and progress, it dare not withhold
the exercise of that power now without incurring
the odium of maintaining a system of despotic and
arbitrary rule in States India at a time when it professes
to be fighting for the safeguarding of democracy in
the world. The only honest and consistent course
before it, as was suggested by The Manchester Guardian
as far back as 1928, is to say to the [ Princes: * We
entered into certain engagements with you because of
our position as rulers of British India. The time is
coming when we must hand over the rule of British
India to its inhabitants. We give you notice now so
that you may make new arrangements with our
successors. We will help you as far as we can to get
fair terms, but your future must depend chiefly on
your success in securing the goodwill of your subjects/
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